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WHAT WE CLAIM: 

5 1. A medical device, comprising: 
operational electronics; and 

an alteration mechanism associated with the operational electronics, the alteration 
mechanism providing alteration of operational electronics. 

10 2 The medical device of claim 1 . wherein the operational electronics supports a 
configurable component and the alteration mechanism provides alteration of the 
configurable component. 

The medical device of claim 2, wherein the operational electronics supports a 
programmable component and the alteration mechanism provides alteration of the 
programmable component. 



15 



3. 



4 The medical device of claim 2, wherein the configurable component supports 
configuring software and the alteration mechanism comprises configuring alteration 
20 software that alters the configurable component by altering the configuring software. 

5. The medical device of claim 4. wherein alteration of the configurable component 
is temporary. 

25 6 The medical device of claim 4, wherein configuring software is omitted, in whole 
or in part, and the configuring alteration software alters the configurable component by 
overcoming omission of the configuring software, in whole or in part. 

7 The medical device of claim 4, wherein the alteration mechanism comprises 
30 alteration electronics, the alteration electronics providing alteration of the configurable 

component. 

8 The medical device of claim 7. wherein the configurable component is omitted 
from the operational electronics, in whole or in part, and the alteration electronics 
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p.ov.es « bv overcoming emission o. the confgurable oonnponent. in whole or 



in part. 



9 The medical device of claim 2, wherein fte alteration n^echanism compnsas 

5 alteration electronics, the alteration electronics providing al.era«on of the configurable 

component. 

10 The medical device of claim 9, wherein ttie configurable component is omitted 
,™m the operaaonal electronics, in whole or in part and the alteration mechanism 

, 0 Zreslraticn electronics which alter the operaUona, electronics by overcoming 
omission of the configurable component, in whole or in part. 

, , T.e medical device of claim 10, wherein the operational electronics supports a 
programmable component and the a,tera«on electronics after the programmable 
1 5 component. 

,2 The medica, device o, claim 1 1 , wherein tt,e programmable component is omitted 
from the operational electronics, in whole or in part, and the alteration mechanism 
plides alration elearonics v*ich alter the operational electronics by overcoming 
20 omission of the programmable component, in whole or in part. 

13 The medical device of claim 9, wherein the operational electronics supports a 
programmable component and the alteration electronics alter the programmable 
component. 

25 

1 4 A medical device, comprising: 

::r:ntrh:— ted wi.h the operational electronics, the alteration 
rc^m providing alteration of .e operational e.ctronics, such alteraUon including 
30 provision of interface functionality. 

15. The medical device of claim 14, wherein the alteration mechanism comprises an 

alteration board. 
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16. 

networking. 



The medioa, device of dai. 14, wherein me *ra«on ^eohanisin supports 



10 



15 



20 



17. A medical device, comprising: 

operational electronics; ^.^^tronics so as to determine function, 

embedded software associated with operational electron.es 

^echenlsm providing alteration of the embedded software. 

,3 The medical device of claim 17, wherein the operational electroni^ supports a 
18. The medica , supports configuring software 

configurable component, the embedded sof^a P 
assodated with me confrgurable component, and the alte^to 
con«gunng a«erat^n sof^are that alters the conf,gunnB software. 

. . , 1 R wherein me operational electronics supports a 
,g. The medical dev,ce ^'^^^^^2.^ s ppo.s programming software 
programmable component, the embedded sotw J .^^^ 
associated wim the programmable component, and the 
programming alteraUon software ma, alters me programm,ng software. 

. , A of Claim 19 wherein the programming software is omitted, in 
le pr r:::;— altera«^^ so,.are a.e. me embedded sof^are 
by overcoming omission of the programming software, ,n whole or ,n par,. 

. • f loirr, 1 R wherein the configuring software is omitted, in 

overcoming omission of me configuring software, ,n whole or ,n part. 

. , of Claim 1 7 wherein the embedded software includes 
22. The medical device of claim V , w ^ 

30 default software and the alteration mechanism provide ^ 
default software determines function, in whole or in part, of me operatonal 
when me alteration software is not used. 
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23. Tha medical device of claim 17. wherein the alteration software provides 
alteration that is temporary. 

24. The medical device of claim 17, wherein the alteration software provides 
5 alteration tliat is quasi-permanent. 

25. The medical device of claim 17, wherein the alteration software provides 
alteration tliat is permanent. 

,0 26 The medica. device of claim 17. wherein the alteration mechanism provides 
alteration software, the alteration software supporting interface funct.onal.ty. 

27. The medical device of claim 26. wherein the alteration software includes a 
communication stack so as to support networking. 



15 



28. A medical imaging 



20 



system, including a scope and one or more medical devices. 

the system comprising: 

operat^na, electronics associated with at leas, one med.cal dev,ce^ 
embedded software associated with opera«onal electronics so as to determine 
function, in whole or in part, of a medical device; and, 

an alteration mechanism associated with the operational electron.cs. the 
,era Jn :lnism providing alte..on o, at least one o, operational electronics and 

.embedded software. 

25 29 The medical imaging system of daim 28, wherein me operafionai elec^onics 
!!pportI a configurahle component and the al.era«on mechanism provides alteration of 
the configurable component. 

30 The medical Imaging system of claim 29, wherein the operaUonal elect^mcs 
30 !!ppo.s a programmable component and me alteration mechanism provides alteration 

of the programmable component. 

31 The medical imaging system of claim 30. wherein me embedded software 
supports configuhng software asscdated with the configurable component, and the 
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alteration meohanisn, provides configuring afterafcn software that altars the configuring 



software. 



33. 



34. 



32 The medical imaging system of claim 31 . wherein the embedded software 
supports programming software associated with the programmable component, and the 
alteration mechanism provides programming alteration software that alters the 
programming software. 

The medical imaging system of claim 2g, wherein the embedded software 
10 supports configuring software associated with the configurable oomponen^ and me 

alterafion mechanism prov.es configunng alteration so^ware that alters the configuring 

software. 

An imaging system, including a scope and one or more working devices, the 

1 5 • system comprising: 

operational electronics associated with at least one working device; 
embedded software associated with operational electronics so as to detem,ine 
function, in whole or in part, of a working device; and. 

an alteratton mechanism associated with the operational electronics, the 
20 alteration mechanism providing alteration of at leas, one of operafional electronics and 
embedded software. 

The imaging system of claim 34. wherein the operafional electronics supports a 
configurable component and the alteration mechanism provides alterafion of the 
25 configurable component. 

36 The imaging system of claim 36. wherein the operational electronics supports a 
programmable component and the alterafion mechanism provides alteration of the 

programmable component. 

30 

37 The imaging system of claim 36. wherein the embedded software supports 
configuring software assodated with me configurable component, and the alterat^n 
mechanism provides configuring alteraUon software that alters me configuring software. 



35. 
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,ctpm nf claim 37 wherein the embedded software supports 

software. 

^ . * loirv, vA/herein the embedded software supports 

39. The imaging system of claim 35. wherein 

10 40. The system of claim 28, wherein the madical device is a camera. 



41 . The system 



of claim 34, wherein the working device is a camera. 



